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Abstract 

 

In recent years there has been a renovated interest in Cameralism both as a 

discourse and as an administrative political economy, as both theory and 

practice. Attention has been drawn to how Cameralism – defined as 

thought and practice – should be understood. The aim of this article is to 

take a step back and focus on the historiography of Cameralism from the 

19th century onwards. Even though many in recent times have challenged 

old and seemingly dated conceptualisations and interpretations they are 

still very much alive. Most profoundly this has implied that Cameralism 

most often in the past has been acknowledged  as an expression of – 

German as it were - exceptionalism to the general history of economic 

doctrine and thinking. 

 

Commentator: Professor Philipp Roessner (Manchester University) 
 

The lecture will take place at Zoom. To join the lecture, please contact 

Professor Toshiaki Tamaki (Kyoto Sangyo University). tamaki@cc.kyoto-

su.ac.jp 

 

A full paper will be available upon request about one week before the 

lecture. 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Global History Lecture Series is a joint effort of the Faculty of Economics, Kyoto Sangyo 

University; Division of Global History, Graduate School of Letters, Osaka University and the 

Department of History and Ethnology, University of Jyväskylä to bring together prominent 

scholars in the field of economic history, global history and colonial and imperial history to 

discuss, analyse and answer some of the challenges brought by the concept of ‘global’ in 

history.  

 

The most significant paradigmatic objective of this lecture series is to renew, readjust and 

even restructure the contemporary study of the global history making use of hitherto case 

studies from less consulted regions of the world, including in Asia, Oceania, Latin America, 
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Africa and small economies and societies of Europe. The lecture series advocates the study of 

economies and societies over extended periods of time and an understanding of the global 

framework, composed of markets, institutions and organisations, in which this behaviour 

occurs (e.g. McNeill 1990; O’Brien 2006; Pomeranz 2000). With this case method, it is 

hoped new information will be provided that will add perspectives to our understanding of 

the global history and possibly extend or clarify the concept of the ‘global’ as a whole. 

Secondly, our objective is to present new perspectives on interpretation to strengthen the 

points being made. Research to date has firmly advocated country-specific history while the 

role of the networks (e.g. in terms of trade, ideas and influences) between regions outside the 

‘advanced’ areas of (mainly) Western Europe and North America has been largely neglected. 

The lecture series aims to address this impediment by bringing together a group of prominent 

scholars in the field of economic history, global history and colonial and imperial history to 

discuss, analyse and answer some of the challenges brought by the concept of ‘global’ in 

history. 

 

The lecture series is organised by Professor Toshiaki Tamaki (Faculty of Economics, Kyoto 

Sangyo University), Professor Shigeru Akita (Division of Global History, Osaka University) 

and Docent Timo Särkkä (Department of History and Ethnology, University of Jyväskylä). 


